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Ukraine’s European integration path involves a number of reforms in the field of education,
especially in elementary school. The dynamic processes taking place in society show that thorough
knowledge is not enough for successful life realization, because it is important for them to fully
reveal their inner potential, creatively approaching the solution of any tasks; working diligently and
persistently with others to achieve a set goal; boldly step forward, taking responsibility for
everything that happens around; confidently overcome difficulties, achieving the maximum results
of their activities. Theatrical activities are of great importance for the development of soft skills of
younger schoolchildren. It opens up wide opportunities for personal development, allows you to try
yourself in different fields and roles, develop creatively, and produce original ideas and solutions.

The relevance of the development of soft skills of younger schoolchildren is covered in the
National Doctrine of the Development of Education of Ukraine in the XXI Century, the Law of
Ukraine «On Education», «State Standard of Primary Education», «Concept of a New Ukrainian
School».

The basics of soft skills development were studied by leading philosophers, psychologists,
and teachers. Peculiarities of the childhood period, as a productive stage of personality formation,
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were studied by a number of leading psychologists: O. Zaporozhets, L. Bozhovich, G. Lublinska, S.
Hall. The issue of the development of soft skills was actively covered in the works of such teachers
as: L. Stepanova (the influence of soft skills on the development of personality), O. Zhovnych, N.
Kazmirchuk, 1. Stakhova (organization of the theater of nature as a means of developing flexible
skills of younger schoolchildren), K. Koval (developed soft skills as a sign of success of a modern
citizen), T. Kozhushkina (formation of soft skills through personal interaction). The programs and
textbooks of the New Ukrainian School (I. Bolshakova, G. Ostapenko, O. Savchenko, R. Shiyan)
focus on the development of soft skills of younger schoolchildren.

In the pedagogical constitution of Europe, it is determined that the individual must grow
progressively, develop his skills and abilities, creatively realize himself in society [8, c. 15]. The
state standard of primary education indicates the need for value development of the younger
schoolboy, his personal development and draws attention to the development of soft skills as one of
the effective conditions for this [1]. A Fortune 500 company, together with Stanford University,
conducted a study and determined that individuals with well-developed soft skills gain significant
career growth. The American Association of Colleges has established that 25% of hard skills are
needed by an individual for professional realization and 75% of soft skills [9]. In his research,
K. Koval offers the following classification of soft skills:

» individual personality qualities (ability to think critically, tune in to the positive, clearly set
a goal and work towards its achievement, focus on the final result);

« communication skills (ability to express one’s opinion clearly and succinctly, to
communicate politely and tolerantly, to pay attention to the cultural and national characteristics of
the interlocutor);

* managerial qualities (ability to work in a team, lead it, take responsibility for decisions
made by the team, work not only on one’s own development, but also on the development of all
team members, create a favorable environment for work, orientate in time and space and regulate
their actions) [4, p. 27].

The development of soft skills of students will be facilitated by the integration of various
types of arts, which are permeated with theatrical art, namely: recitation of poems, subject-practical
activities (painting, sculpting, making scenery for performances, listening to music, psychological
exercises), which will allow to get rid of internal fears and complexes before speeches in general,
etc.

It will be effective for students to use games-dramatizations and games-imitation based on
the plots of Ukrainian folk tales («Cat and Rooster», «Sister Fox», «Cryvenka Duck»,
«Grandfather’s Daughter and Grandmother’s Daughter», «Kotegoroshko») and fairy tales of
countries of the world («In search of happiness», «The rich man and the poor man»). Games based
on the author’s fairy tales «Painted Fox», «Cinderella», «Thingme», «The Ugly Duckling», «Little
Red Riding Hood», etc. are very popular among younger schoolchildren. Moreover, such games can
become a full-fledged stage of each lesson. It is appropriate to offer children with special
educational needs at least once a week to participate in director’s games, that is, to independently
create a story for the game. The organization of theatrical events, production of plays in honor of
the celebration of Theater Day, Fairy Tale Day, etc., will be of great importance for students.

Lessons using self-created different types of theater will be of great value for the
development of students’ soft skills: finger theater, tap theater, shadow theater, nature theater, soft
toy theater, table theater, flannel theater, etc. Visiting the theater (puppet, amateur, stage) will be
useful for the development of soft skills of children with special educational needs, in particular
their creative worldview, communication with famous actors who can be invited to school,
attending master classes, etc.

In his methodical piggy bank, a primary school teacher should have an arsenal of theatrical
performances for staging, plays, entertainment, holidays, thematic projects, sketch exercises, non-
verbal communication exercises, story-role games that can be staged using various types of theaters.

The use of theatrical art for the development of children’s soft skills allows you to perform a
number of basic tasks at once: productive speech development of younger schoolchildren,
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development of theatrical performance skills, formation of social competence, etc. Under the
condition of competent guidance and teacher’s instructions, it is possible to launch the mechanisms
of creative development of children with special educational needs, to contribute to their formation,
personal growth and development of their soft skills.

Therefore, the development of children’s soft skills is a complex and long-term process,
which is based on the active and persistent activity of the teacher, the use of various methods and
techniques, in particular — theater activities. It allows to fully reveal the potential of each child, to
find his place in the school team today and in social life in the future.
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