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Anna Jlicnuuenko ( m. Binnuys)

LEARNING FOREIGN LANGUAGES AT A DISTANCE

Distance learning has become now a necessity due to the current global
pandemic. Language educators have to analyze what opportunities and challenges a
new setting of learning brings to foreign languages learners.

Distance education is defined as a form of education which brings together the
physically-distant learner(s) and the facilitator(s) of the learning activity around
planned and structured learning experiences via various two or multi-way mediated
media channels that allow interactions between/among learners, facilitators as well as
between learners and educational resources [5].

G. Kiryakova [2] emphasizes a new role of the distance environment
participants, teachers and learners, comparing to their roles in a traditional learning
setting. The researcher admits that in distance education teacher’s participation is
reduced to a management adviser and coordinator to the learning process. The control
over the whole process of education is shared between teachers and learners. Learners
acquire also a new role. They take a central position in distance learning: determine
the speed of learning and preparation; self-control and the self-evaluation are very
important.

Communication between participants in distance learning is synchronous and
asynchronous. Synchronous communication allows participants to take part in
learning at the same time. Feedback is immediate. Synchronous communication is
realized by telecourses, teleconference, chats, etc. Asynchronous communication
gives an opportunity to learners to connect to the teacher or connect with each other
at a convenient time and place. Asynchronous communication is realized by email,
audiocourses.

While examining the nature of distance education G. Kiryakova [2] indicated
its features, which distinguish it from traditional education:
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- sociability (distance education satisfies the continuously changing needs
of society for educated staff in different fields of human activities);

- flexibility and independence (distance education gives an opportunity to
learn independent from time and place. The learners define self-pace learning);

- individuality (the teacher personalizes the distance education courses in
keeping with characteristic features of learners. He chooses suitable technologies for
distance education).

Despite numerous advantages of distance education, researchers point out
challenges which teachers and learners can face at distance learning. These
challenges are especially acute for foreign language learners.

Due to the media naturalness theory (psychobiological model) [3], distance
language learning being not a natural way to communicate leads to an increase in
students’ cognitive effort, an increase in communication ambiguity and a decrease in
physical arousal (or excitement) and, thus, influences negatively students’ affective
domain.

Hurd [1] supports the above mentioned theory and emphasizes that some
distance learning specific factors provoke language learners’ anxiety: the
contradiction between social character of language learning and a distance mode of
this activity, lack of instant feedback, lack of opportunities for speaking practice, lack
of confidence when working on one’s own.

According to Nielson [4], delay in interaction in distance learning occurs and it
negatively influences learners’ ability to pay attention to interactions and incorporate
feedback. The researcher argues that this “time lag in interaction” is especially
important for foreign language instruction as learning there occurs through
interaction and acquisition is dependent upon feedback and noticing.

Acknowledging these characteristics of distance learning related to foreign
language learning can help us to plan necessary ways to overcome the negative effect
of learning at a distance.
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BUKOPUCTAHHSA AKTUBHUX METOJAIB HABYAHHS B ITPOLIECI
BUKJIAJJAHHA IHO3EMHOI MOBHU

[Tenarorika € HayKow0 1 MHUCTEITBOM OJHOYACHO, TOMY 1 MiAXiJ 10 BHOOPY
METO/IB HaBYaHHS Ma€ IPYHTYBATHCS Ha TBOPYOCTI nemarora. [Ipu Bubopi cydyacHuX
METO/IB HaBYaHHS HEOOXITHO BpaxXyBaTH HACTYIHI KpUTEpii, BIAMOBIAHO JO0 SKHX
BUKOPHUCTAaH1 METOAW TTOBHHHI:

— CTBOpIOBaTU atMocdepy, B SKii CTyACHT OUyBae ceOe BUTbHO 1 KOM(OPTHO,
CTUMYJIIOBAaTH HWOTO IHTEpECH, PO3BUBATU Oa)XaHHS TMPAKTHYHOTO BIKUBAHHS
1HO3E€MHOI MOBH;

— 3a0X04YyBaTU CTYyJIEHTAa B IJIOMY, TOPKAIOYUCh HOr0 €MOIliid, MOYYTTiB,
TOIIIO;

— CTUMYJTIOBaTH MOTO MOBHI, KOTHITHBHI 1 TBOPYi 3110HOCTI;

— AKTHUBI3yBaTH CTYACHTA, POOJITYM WOTO TOJIOBHOIO MIFOYOI0 TIEPCOHOIO B

HAaBYAITBHOMY TIPOIECi, AKTUBHO B3a€EMOJIIOUOI0 3 IHIIUMHU YYaCHUKAMH IIHOTO

porIecy;
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